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shown up almost every day from nine to
five for the last four months. They’re now
near to finishing the last stretch of a three-
year renovation, which kept Vrankrijk
closed for the greater part of last year. 

Vrankrijk was squatted in November
1982 to protect it from demolition by land
speculators. Occupants turned the aban-
doned carpentry workshop and later
printing house into living spaces and a
bar, which soon became known as the
squat scene’s ‘cafeteria’. After a judge
ordered eviction in 1992, the squatters
bought the building with donations from
supporters. The house was put in care of a
foundation, while the bar remained offi-
cially squatted to ensure its political
character. In 2001, new closure threats
from the city council forced Vrankrijk to
legalise the bar too, and with legalisation
came new licensing rules requiring sound-
proofing and safety upgrades.

But Vrankrijkers didn’t want to spend
money simply to comply with government
rules, so they made a few other improve-
ments while they were at it. They have
enlarged the stage area, painted the walls
pink and blue, and taken the ‘revolution-
ary step’ of installing a front window. 

‘Maybe a window will make it less
scary for people to walk in,’ says Paul, a
member of the bar crew. ‘We will always
be political, but politics is broader than
squatting and we want to show that a
place with radical opinions, self-organised
by volunteers, can exist even in the centre
of Amsterdam.’ 

Never forgetting its primary motive,
Vrankrijk has worked hard to maintain its
function as a politically engaged social
centre. Last year, it hosted a solidarity
evening with speakers from SEGI, a
Basque left-wing pro-independence youth
organisation, which is classified by the
European Union as a terrorist group.
Wilders’ party, The Freedom Party, or
PVV, asked the minister of internal affairs
to ban the event. But the squat made the
news, and the event took place anyway.

Asked why Vrankrijk wants to
become more public-friendly when its
public seems to appreciate the bolted
door, black walls, and political posters,
Paul smiles. 

Tourists are part of the deal, since the
former squat is right in the city centre, he
says. ‘Through Vrankrijk, people often
end up at much more underground
places,’ he says, listing the ‘punk hole’ the
Baarmoeder, squat kitchens, Joe’s
Garage... ‘You’ll never find them if you just
walked into town.’

A bonus of the new sound insulation
is that city regulations now allow Vrankri-
jk to have live music every day, rather
than just six nights a year, which was the
situation since legalisation. Punk and
hardcore will stay on the bill, but, says
Saskia of the programming group, ‘there
is a lot of energy to try different things
than bands and a bar.’ 

New activities include a queer dance
night called Cruise Control, imported
from Utrecht; a regular film program;

and—as soon as the kitchen is finished—a
cheap day cafe and restaurant. Paul
would like to hold tapas gatherings for
international aid groups and activist
groups there. ‘Between five and nine, after
work, and before everybody is drunk,’ he
says. 

Does that sound to you like Vrankrijk
is turning into a retirement home, as some
voices whisper?

Luckily for the demographic balance,
a second generation of Vrankrijkers is
already as enthusiastic about the bar and
its politics as their parents were 25 years
ago. 

Tom, a 16-year-old punk who fronts
local band The Hangouts, recently spent
many after-school hours demolishing
walls and sweeping floors. It took him
some time to get used to the place, he
says, ‘with all these old people around’,
but he is looking forward to having a per-
manent stage for DIY bands. 

‘There are almost no stages for us to
play in Amsterdam, and I think this one
will be a big attraction to people my age,’
he says. Asked whether he has any tips for
people who might be nervous about enter-
ing the Vrankrijk, Tom says the regulars
are very friendly: ‘Newcomers will know
everybody within a week.’

Opening party: February 8, 21.00,
€3.50, Vrankrijk, Spuistraat 216.

Natural
revolution
Three tips for living
in the next version
of nature.

By Sarah Gehrke

There was a time when city-stricken
humans went on Sunday outings to the
woods, to have a nice walk in the fresh air
and look at cute little rabbits playing
under the trees. This was done, or so the
general notion went, to re-establish a con-
nection with nature. And it was all lies
and self-deception, at least if you listen to
the people behind the new website Next
Nature. 

‘If you define “nature” as a place
that’s still how the world would be with-
out humans—then you won’t find it
anywhere. At least not in Holland,’ says
Arnoud van den Heuvel, one of the web-
site’s editors. Everything around us has
been modified. But there is a way out.
One of the ideas behind Next Nature is
that because of the way technology has
become totally pervasive, our perception
of the world as a whole has changed so
much that nowadays we perceive culture,
basically man-made things and develop-
ments, as nature. Or rather: the next
nature. 

‘Next nature,’ says Koert Mensvoort,
organiser of the project, ‘is the part of
nature that was caused by human culture.
Our vision is that next nature is now the

real nature: the nature of the twenty-first
century.’ 

Confused? Well, here are three simple
tips on how to enjoy this new kind of
nature.

Tip #1: Find pleasure in daily objects
Right at the top of the Next Nature web-
site stands a bold statement: ‘There may
even come a moment, that our connec-
tion with an industrially manufactured
coke bottle may be richer and more myth-
ical than our relation with a genetically
analysed and manipulated rabbit in the
wood.’

‘The image of a coca-cola bottle,’ says
Van den Heuvel, ‘has become so well-
known all over the world, that for us it
has become part of nature.’ So much so
that we can establish a mythical connec-
tion with it, apparently. Is this about
urban romance then? About looking at
industrial landscapes and finding them
more beautiful than the sights of nature?
‘No,’ says Van den Heuvel, ‘the idea of
next nature goes further than that. It
applies to everything in the world of
today, products as well as landscapes.’
Mensvoort adds: ‘On the one hand we see
that old nature is increasingly demysti-
fied by science (if you think of genetically
produced crops and animals), but at the
same time technological products
become so complex that people start to
relate to them as natural phenomena. For
example, the relation people have with
their iPods is almost mythical. They are
products of next nature.’

Tip #2: Grow mushrooms on things
Among the many articles and images fea-
tured on the Next Nature website are
pictures of an installation by the artist
Zeger Reyers, who sprayed spores of oys-
ter mushrooms over several objects,
including a fire hose, a record player, and
some archive boxes. As a result, strangely
beautiful, colourful mushrooms grew on
the objects. They look like they are there
for decoration. 

‘Basically,’ says Van den Heuvel, ‘we
are a platform for research about every-
thing that is on the border between
culture and nature. It is a blog, where
people can post things that are related to

the topic. But we also have yearly
shows—the next one will be in LA—with
lectures and debates. And we’re holding a
design competition, Designing for Next
Nature, which you can enter via the web-
site. Sometimes new developments are
already expressed in design, before we
have actually understood them.’ A stu-
dent in Eindhoven had the idea of
growing mushrooms on trucks, so that
they are fabricated and distributed at the
same time. ‘This,’ says van den Heuvel, ‘is
a very good example of next nature.’

Tip #3: Log on—the internet is alive
Also to be found on the website is a map
of the internet. It looks like a beautiful,
multicoloured supernova or, alternative-
ly, like one of the pictures they used to
show you in biology class that were mil-
lion-fold magnifications of something you
didn’t really want to know about. The
internet map, though, is hopelessly out-
dated since it was made in 2006, and few
things change as quickly as the internet. It
seems like it is a living organism that
develops beyond our control. And this is
the other idea behind the Next Nature
project. 

‘Culture has become nature in the
sense that it is a power that we can’t stop
anymore,’ says Van den Heuvel. ‘Through
communication, the world has become
smaller, and now we think we can control
it. But in fact we can’t. We believe in tech-
nology so much, we can’t exist anymore
without it.’ And this map, he continues, is
a good example of what Next Nature tries
to do: ‘When a structure like this is visu-
alised, all of a sudden it comes alive. And
we’re trying to make all these new devel-
opments in the fields of technology,
architecture, art and so on comprehensi-
ble with the help of small examples.’ 

So, folks, welcome to the next nature. For
a glance of old nature, you can still look
up at the stars. But be careful—if the one
you’re looking at is blinking, it may well
be a satellite.

www.nextnature.net

Getting away from it all.

Not quite ready for new visitors (our photo-

grapher wasn’t allowed inside).

KO
EN

 V
A

N
 M

EN
SV

O
O

RT

kvmensvo
Cross-Out

kvmensvo
Cross-Out


